A Summer Circuit
made no protest against Jeffreys' misconduct, and that
throughout their errand of injustice they unanimously sup-
ported their chief in the methods of cruelty and tyranny
which provoked their fellow-citizens to describe their
activities as The Bloody Assize, a just description of the
Commission, which will remain for all time.
James II. and his Chief Justice were both men of natur-
ally cruel natures and, like all rulers of narrow outlook,
limited intelligence and overweening conceit, firmly believed
in massacre and terrorism as instruments of government.
But they were also fearful of retaliation, and it was settled,
probably on Jeffreys' advice, that an armed bodyguard should
accompany the judges.
Some say that the King appointed the Chief Justice a
Lieutenant-General to command the troops. But I have
not found any such commission, and Sir James Mackintosh,
quoting a War Office Paper, says that what happened was
that the army officers already in the West were specially
ordered " to furnish such parties of horse and foot as might
be required by the Lord Chief Justice on his circuit for
securing prisoners, and to perform that service in such
manner as he should direct."
The Chief Justice had the powers of a general if not the
rank, and the King was graciously and humorously pleased
to allow his servant Jeffreys to refer to his activities as a
" campaign." It was certainly far more of a campaign than
an assize, and never aspired for a moment to be an inquest
of truth.
The King undoubtedly believed that the destruction of
Dissenters would be not only pleasing to the Almighty and
the Pope, who were already his supporters, but also to the
bishops and clergy of the Church of Engknd, whose good
will was necessary to him. At the back of his dull mind he
seems to have thought that a campaign of massacre would
make his throne secure and enable him to start upon his
scheme of bringing in the Papist rule without interference.
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